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“ACTION, AND ACTION NOW”
FDR’s FIRST 100 DAYS

On the morning of Saturday, March 4, 1933, Franklin
Roosevelt took the oath of office as America’s 32nd
president. On that cold winter’s day, the United
States was on the verge of economic collapse. Yet
FDR assured and buoyed the desperate nation with
enduring words of resounding optimism: “the only
thing we have to fear is fear itself.”
Seventy-five years later, the grim statistics of life
in the United States in 1933 remain shocking. One
in four Americans was jobless. Nineteen million
people depended upon meager relief payments to
survive. Workers lucky enough to have jobs earned,
on average, only 2/3rds what they made at the start
of the Depression in 1929.
A single statistic, selected from thousands, captures
the sense of paralysis that gripped the nation in 1933.
In 1929, the United States Steel Corporation—a
cornerstone of the American economy-boasted
225,000 full-time workers. In 1933, it had none.
Such was the state of the nation when FDR took
office on March 4, 1933. What he said and what he
did to meet this vast crisis is the story at the heart of
“Action, and Action Now” FDR’s First 100 Days.

“Action, and Action Now”
FDR’s First 100 Days
“Action, and Action Now” FDR’s First 100 Days features many priceless and rarely-seen
documents and objects from the rich collections at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential
Library and Museum. A sampling of these items appear on the pages that follow.

In his inaugural address, FDR proclaimed “the only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” This draft
of the famous speech is in FDR’s own hand.

The first page of the reading copy FDR used to deliver
his inaugural address includes a last-minute, handwritten
change. The President-elect penciled in a new opening
sentence while waiting inside the Senate building for the
inaugural ceremonies to begin.

Two tickets to the March 4, 1933 presidential
inauguration.

The New Yorker magazine planned this cover
for its March 4, 1933 issue. But when a wouldbe assassin made an attempt on FDR’s life on
February 15, the editors decided the illustration
was too lighthearted. Ironically, artist Peter
Arno had predicted the actual scene inside the
presidential limousine as Herbert Hoover and
FDR traveled to Capitol Hill on March 4.

FDR’s public image was enhanced by the courage he
displayed when a would-be assassin attempted to shoot
him in Miami on February 15, 1933. The gunman fatally
wounded Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak, who was
standing near Roosevelt, and also shot several bystanders
and a guard. The guard later gave the FDR Presidential
Library and Museum the bullet that struck him.

FDR’s life story was marked by tremendous courage and
resolve in the face of polio, which had left him paralyzed
from the waist down. This pair of steel braces made it
possible for Roosevelt to stand at public events like his
inauguration.

The pace of legislation during the
“100 Days” was unprecedented.
This March 25, 1933 cartoon
depicts Congress trying to keep
pace with the hard-charging new
President.

The National Recovery Administration (NRA)
was one of the key legislative components of
FDR’s “100 Days” program. The agency’s
symbol—a blue eagle—soon became a
familiar sight throughout the nation.

During the 100 Days FDR took aim at
Prohibition, sponsoring an amendment to
the Volstead Act legalizing the sale of 3.2
percent beer. This commemorative glass
celebrated the new law. The full repeal
of Prohibition came about in late 1933,
when the Twenty-First Amendment to the
Constitution was ratified.

FDR created the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) to put young people to work on conservation
projects throughout the nation. The new agency moved with amazing speed. Within 3 months of its
creation, it had enrolled nearly a quarter million workers. Almost 100,000 of these young people were
already working in CCC camps. This report to FDR’s assistant Louis Howe details progress made by
June 16, 1933.

Just days after taking office, FDR
initiated a remarkable series of radio
broadcasts to the American public that
became known as the “Fireside Chats.”
This is the first page of Roosevelt’s
reading copy for the first Fireside Chat,
in which he discussed the temporary
closure of the nation’s banks.

Roosevelt used this NBC microphone
to make some of his famous “Fireside
Chats” from the White House.

FDR’s “Fireside Chats” on the radio struck a powerful chord with Americans.
Many people felt he was speaking directly to them. Thousands responded
with personal letters to the President like this one.

At the end of the 100 Days FDR left Washington DC for a sailing vacation. Roosevelt
was a lifelong sailor and throughout his presidency he relished opportunities to spend
time on the open seas. The image of him as “captain” of the ship of state quickly took
hold in the public consciousness. It is reflected in a wide variety of media, including
this mass-produced clock.

